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how our forefathers thought, felt, and suffered, and how, on the whole, 
ordinary life looked in their days." He has accordingly divided his 
work into sections, each covering a brief period, and to each he has pre- 
fixed an introduction giving an account of the principal events of that 
period. Under each section he has collected from contemporary writ- 
ers such notices of persons and events as belong to his general plan. 
These excerpts are of course brief and very miscellaneous in character ; 
but most of them are interesting and suggestive, and many are very 
valuable. They are generally given in the words of the old chroniclers, 
although in some instances Mr. Chambers has presented an abridged 
statement in his own language. His selections have been well made, 
and the student of history will find in the volumes many curious facts 
by which to enlarge his knowledge of Scotch history, and to confirm or 
modify his previous views. The volumes are provided with a copious 
Index ; but they should also have been furnished with running-titles or 
side-notes in order to facilitate reference. We shall look with interest 
for the two additional volumes, in which, as he intimates, Mr. Chambers 
purposes to continue and complete this view of the social progress of 
Scotland. 



14. — Original Unpublished Papers illustrative of the Life of Sir Peter 
Paul Rubens, as an Artist and -Diplomatist. Preserved in H. M. 
State Paper Office. With an Appendix of Documents respecting the 
Arundelian Collection, the Earl of Somerset 's Collection, the great 
Mantuan Collection, the Duke of Buckingham, Gentileschi, Gerbier, 
Honthorst, Le Sueur, Myttens, Torrentius, Vanderdoort, etc., etc., etc. 
Collected and edited by W. Noel Sainsbtjky (of H. M. State 
Paper Office). London: Bradbury and Evans. 1859. 8vo. pp. 
xxiv. and 391. 

The papers in this volume are of comparatively little interest to the 
general reader or to the political historian ; but for the biographer of 
Rubens and the historian of art they possess much value. With few 
exceptions, they are now published for the first time ; and upon several 
points in the career of the Flemish painter they afford new and impor- 
tant details. Thus in regard to the introduction of his pictures into 
England, and to the pecuniary valuation which he placed upon them, 
we have a very complete series of letters from Sir Dudley Carleton 
and Balthazar Gerbier, the two persons who were chiefly instrumental 
in the purchase of the pictures brought to England. These letters con- 
tain much curious information upon the subject, and show that Rubens 
was perfectly competent to make his own bargains. The painter evi- 
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dently had no scruples about earning the largest possible amount by his 
art. The same shrewdness and tact which he exhibited in these trans- 
actions were subsequently shown in his negotiations for effecting a truce 
between Spain, Great Britain, and the United Provinces. These nego- 
tiations form the subject of many of the letters ; and it is clear that, if 
Rubens had devoted himself to politics, he might have become an 
accomplished diplomatist, according to the standard of that age. 

In general the tone of these letters is dry and business-like ; but occa- 
sionally we have a little touch of quiet humor, even where we least 
expect it. For instance, in a letter from Gerbier to Rubens, the Span- 
ish minister, it is said, " knows very well that this war in the Nether- 
lands is like war against fish and water ; of land they have none, of 
castles and revenues they have none, other than their ships ; the har- 
vests and gatherings they make are all at the expense of the King of 
Spain. They are a people so addicted to gain, that they respect the 
substance, and pay no attention to the shadow ; those who are the best 
accommodated resemble the monks and the arbitrators, who neither ex- 
pose themselves to blows nor any other combats but those with bottles 
and plates." 

Mr. Sainsbury, we ought to add, has performed his duty as editor in 
a very creditable manner. He has sought his materials with untiring 
energy, illustrated them with numerous notes, and appended an excel- 
lent Index. 



15. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 1855 - 1858. 
Selected from the Records. Boston: Printed for the Society. 1859. 
8vo. pp. xii. and 412. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society is the oldest organization of 
the kind in the country ; and it has not been among those least bene- 
fited by the increasing interest in historical studies. Within a few years 
it has received several large donations of money from its members and 
other persons, and it has also been made the depositary of several im- 
portant collections of books and manuscripts, such as the Dowse library, 
the Belknap papers, and the Heath papers. It has hitherto published 
thirty-four volumes of miscellaneous collections, and it now proposes 
also to publish occasionally a volume containing a record of the pro- 
ceedings of the Society at its regular and special meetings, with a selec- 
tion of original papers read before the Society by its members. The 
volume before us, which is published under the auspices of a committee 
consisting of Mr. George Livermore and the Rev. Dr. Chandler Rob- 
bins, is the first of the proposed series, and contains a record of pro- 



